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Key findings from the latest
Global Liveability Survey

= In ElU's Liveabllity Index fior 2025 Copenhagen has overtaken Vienna to
become the most iveable city in the world. The Ausirian city outsconsd
Its Danish coumierpart on heatthcars, but Copenbhagen scored a perfect
#0401 for stability, education and Infrastructure, taking it to first place.

= 'Wienna saw Iis score for stability drop sharply, in the walke of a bomb

thareat In the lead-in to a (subsequently cancelled) Taylor Swift concet In
smmmmer 2024 and the discovery of a planned attack on a city train staiion

In 2023, lis demotion endad 3 thres-pear run at the fop of the rankings, as
It joined Zurich (Switzerdand) In second place.

= The average liveability score across the 173 cities in the Index was
the same as last year, at 76.4 out of 100, Stability scores declined on

average, as they did kst year, bat the effiect was offset by year-on-year
Increases In the scores for education, healthcare and infrasimacture.

= The most improved ciiy Is Al Khobar {Sawd| Arabia), which saw Es
scores for healthcare and ediscation rise shanply, taking up 13 places.
Calgary (Canadal saw the iggest fall down the rankings, tumbling
from fifth place to 16th. Three UK cities—Manchester, London and
Ediniwngh—wese also among the biggest fallers as thelr stabillty
scires dopped.

= Damascus (Syria) ks still the beast Iiveable of the 173 ditles In the
survey, with Tripoll {Libya) one place above It Desplie last year’s regime
change, Syria’s capital city confinues to be scamed by years of chvl war
and has seen no improsement in |veability.

Copenhagen Copenhagen (Denmark) has and infrastnucture, with the aim
knocked Yienna off the top of EIs  of showing how comfortable

is now the world's Liveability Index in 2027, anding theme i ave o By

most liveable city a three-year run of dominance by This year, Copenhagen moved up

the Austrian city. The assessment from second place, after geiting
sCiMes 1773 oiles acnoss the world perfect scores of 100 for thiee of the
on 30 indicators, divided ingo five five cateqories: stability, education
calegoiies. stability, healthcare, and infrasinsciure.

culture and environment, education
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Top ten positions
Cuftre amd
City Location Rank Index Stahility Healthcare environment Edwcation Infrastrchsne
Copenhagen Qo Denmark 1 980 1000 853 934 000 1000
¥lenna o Musifa 2 o571 990 000 gas W00 1000
Twrich EJ Gwitmerand 2 3T 940 000 BE3 1000 BEA
Melboume al Australa 4 OI0 990 000 ong w00 BEA
Ganeva EJ GSwitzerdand &5 968 940 00.0 949 000 Q64
Sydney Bl fusirala 6 BEE 990 000 o440 BEA
Dsaka &  Japan 7 960 1000 1000 BEE 000 964
Auckland B Mewfealand 7 960 940 ona o9 W00 ]
Arelaide Bl Ausirala 9 958 990 000 o4 000 BEA
Yancouver I*] Canada 0 938 940 a5.8 o732 000 929
SmmcrEILL Copyright € The boonomizt Intzligence Unt 7075 All nights rosersed.
(CRies In westem Europe and It wzs joined in second place by
developed countries in Asla-Faciic  Jurich (Seitzedand), while Geneva
coatinue o dominase thie bop end {also Switzerland) came in filfth
o the ramkings in this year's sunvey Between them, in fourth place, was.
{conducted between Aprl 14th and Melboume, with twao other Australian
May 1ith). Vienna, which fell io joint.  cities, Sydney and Adelaide. also
second place, saw a sharp decline making the top ten. As In previous
In Itz stability score following recent  surveys, the rest of the leading diles
temoism sCares, but attained were spread across Japan, Mew
periect seores for healthcare, Zealand and Canada

education and Infrastruchme.
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Liveability remains
under pressure

Western Europe is the
most liveable region

The average scone for Iveahility
across the 173 cities in the index
stands at 761 out of 100, the same
& In 20234 However, scores In the
stahility categary have continued
1o fall =mid geopolitical tensons,
civill unrest and widespread housing
crises. In several west Europaan
cifles, termortst attacks and threats,
a5 well 35 a rising incidence of
crime and xenophobia, condinue
toundermine siability. In Tehran
{Iram), and cifes In Tahwan and India,
stahillfy scores have dropped as the
threat of milltary confilct

Fis Imenstied.

In Tehran, geopolditical instability has
ncreased amid the escalation In the
ksradll-Gara conflict, the collapse
off the Iramian-backed regime

In Syria and Increasing tenskon

with the L5, The lower stahillty
scores for Tawanese cities refiect
Increasing mcertainty oeer China’s

‘Western Europe remains the
best-performing region for Iveability,
having achieved the top scores

In fiour of the five categories and
outpaced only by North America

for education. Howeer, the reglon’s
score for stability has fallen since
2024, amid more: frequent

temorism threats, fots and
anttseamitic attacks.

The 23 ciiles in Morth America
saw thelr average overall score
ship slighiy to 9004 In the Eatest
survey. This was langeky owing fo
a dedline in healthcare scores for
the four Canadian cities, where

Intentians as | tries o tghten
cantrol cver the Tatwan Stralt. For
the Indiian cies in the rankings,
the: downigrade: follows: one of the
wurst terrorist attacks targeting
chiflians In the country, which led
tm military confrontation with s

upheaval In the country in 2024).
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Threa of the most liveabla -4
regions 500 a drop in SCOMS  Asia-Pactiic
mm.]‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂ Ea:-‘.lemEuq:e
Lafin Amesica
Middle East and Morth Africa
Morth Amearica
Sub-Saharan Africa
Somcee EILL Wastesn Exrope

Copyright @ The Fronomist inlcligence Viorkd
Linit vz, Al rigits reserved.

Damascus is still The botiom of our Iveshilty rankings  30.7 out of 100 Is unchanged since
. Is Langely filled by ciles from the Lzrst year, with scones for stahility and

the world's least Middle Ezst and Africa. We st heathcare remaining partcularly

liveable Eﬂ]‘ rate Damascus (Syrial as the least poor. The overall score for Damascus

coanfortable city inthe world tolive. ks nearfy ten points lower than that
In. Syria saw a dramatic change of of thes next-wioast clity—Tripoll
regime in December 2024, whenits  {Uibyal—which also scones badly
Baathist gowemment was toppled Tor stahility and has not seen amy
alfter 61 years In power. However, improvement in its overall score
the city's average |iveshilly score of — since |ast year, afther.

Country Analysis

(3ain Inslgit Into a couniry's political, policy and economic
muthook with our award-winning forecasis, analysis and data.
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Bottom ten positions
Cuitre and
City Location Rank Index Siability Healthcare environment Education Infrastructharne
Caracas - Yenezuela 164 440 3.0 3r3 431 BET a6
Eayiv | Jkraine 165 443 400 17 5.2 0.0 6.6
PortMoreshy ] PG B6 441 300 a7 223 063 464
Harare E Jimbabwe w67 438 40D 33 36T BET a7
Lagos B Higesa 168 438 300 379 LLE "y 536
Alglers B Agema 169 428 320 n43 494 DE.3 an4
Karachi H Pakistan 7 £27 200 343 359 T ME
Dhaka [ GBangladesh ™ &7 430 a7 409 667 6.8
Tripoll B L 72 401 300 454 370 863 411
Damascus o Syria W3 307 200 2032 409 333 an
Somor EILL Coppright € The Foonomis! Inteligence Unll 7073 All nights resoreed,
Al Khobar has climbed A thobarin Saudl Arahia has Its Impaoved stability scone.
seeq the biggest Improvement This refiects Incremental progress
up the rankings, but since Lzt yaar. The Kingdom Is made by the country's securtty
|!]ﬂr}' Invecting heavily In improving forces In reducing Bs vulnerability
Ca has fallen access io healthcare and education 1o tesrorsm. Andl-government
under Vision 2030, a far-reaching shudent protests in March 2025
econamic diversification programme. posed risks to stabality, bat they
intended to redice the country’s have since calmed. However, recant
rellance on oll. Jakarta inindonesla floods sounded a waming about the
bz alsn seen a substantial long-term climate risks o the
impeowement in Bveability based o low-lying city.
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Biggest movers up the rankings in the past 12 months

Copyright & The Hoonomist Inteligence Uind 7025 All right= iesorsed.

City Location Rank  Index Fankmove Index move
Al Khobar B SaudAmbia 135 624 5} 34
Jakarta = ndonesia 132 629 10 25
Banigok == Thalland e 604 & 21
Chiang Mal === Thalland 130 E3E & 21
Athans 2= Gmece BY 781 & 2.9
Hang Kang E] HongHong® 44 B0 & D2
Luzembourg =  Limembourg H 26 & a7
Abu Dhabi = Unied Arab Emirates 72 833 4 16
Mantreal I#] Canada 1w 36 4 4
Mhizmi E=  Unied States of America 804 3 LT
Partland B Unied States of America a4 804 3 LT
Mian B =l 49 Ean 3 00
Indianapsciis - |nsed States of America 10 B9 a oo
Charlatte B Unied States of America 50 T 3 LT
Dwhal = Unied Arab Emirates ™ 5 3 17
Surshaya BN ndonesla 150 T | 3 1z
Jeddah E SaudAmbia 17 64T 3 17
Abidgan I ] Cotedivore 96 o 3 13
Rio de Jansin f5] Branl m e 3 07
Sowce EILL *Hong Kasg Spectal Adminkstrative Rogios (5AH) of the People's Hepublic of Chisa
g
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Biggest movers down the rankings in the past 12 months

City Location Rank  Index Fankmove Index move
Calgary I#*] (Canada 18 947 -8 -H
Mouméa MF Mew Caledona 20 6.6 -0 2.5
Manchester EE  United Kingdom a2 8093 -] 13
Fotterdam —  Hetherlands. az 893 ] 4.3
Londan =5 United Kingdom n4 g9 a 13
Amsterdam = Metherlands 2 933 -6 13
Edinburgh EE  United Kingdom B4 B73 -5 132
Taichung Bl Tamwan 79 807 -5 43
Tonnéo I+l Canada 16 4.0 -4 04
Lishon B Forugal &0 883 -4 a7
Sowce EILL Coppright € The Fosnomist nizligence Unit 7072 All ights iosered.

The biggest mowers down the
Iveahility rankings include some
previous membsrs of the top ten. In
21024 Caligary cames In at nusmbar
fiwe: in our indezx, but this year (hke
the other theee Canadian cities in
the sumey) & saw a decline In s
scone for healthcare as strains In
the couniry’s national health sanvice
Intensified, making It the biggest
faller in the rankings. Toronto also
fell, from t2th 1o 16th place, with

Vancouwser the anly Canadian ciy In
the: top ten.

Three major UK ciies lower down
the rankings—Manchester, London
and Edinburgh—alsn saw thelr
scores |n the stabillty category fall
Thee UK saw widespeead rioting in
3024, sparked by an attack byan
indtiidisl on a children's centre
In Southport (during which theee
chilidren were killed).

2 The Economist Inelligence Unit LimBed 2005
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About ElU’s liveability survey

How does it work? The scores are then compiled and
welghied to provide a score of 1100,

The concept of Iveability Is simple.  whese 1 15 considesed intolerahle

It assesses which locations amund ~ and 9040 s consldered ideal. The

the world provide the best—and Iveahility rating |5 provided bosh as

worsi—lwing conditions. The an owerall soore and as a score for
soores have abroad range  each category. To provide points of

of applications, from benchmarking  relerence, the score 15 also ghven for

percelved development levels fo each category relative to New York

assigning hardship allowances and an owerall position in the: ranking

a5 part of expatriate relocation of 173 citles |s provided.

packages. Dur Bveability ratings

quantify the challenges to an

individuals Iifestyle expectations

In any given kocztion and alkow The suggested

mmmm liveability scale:

[Ewery city Is assigned a rating

Companies pay a premium (usmslly
a parcentage of a salary) o

of relative comfort fiorover 30 employees wio move o ciies whers
qualitative and quaniative factors,  Bving conditions are particularly
across five bivad cateqores: difficult and these Is excessive
stahility, healthcane, culiure and physical hardship or a notably
arrimamment, education and unhealthy emironment.
Infrastructure. Each factor ina city

Is rabed as accepiable, tolerable, We have given a suggested
uncomioriable, undesirable aliowance to comespond with the

o imulerable. For qualitaiie: raiing. However, the actual level
Indicators, we award a raiing based of the allowancs Is often dictabed

o the judgement of our In-house Iy Individual company policy. [t k=
analysts and In-city contributors. comman, for example, for companies
[For quantitative Indicabors, a rating tm pay higher allowances—

Is calcudated based on the relative sometimes as much as doulile our
periormance of a numbser of apgesied level

extemal data points.

& The Economist Imsdligence Unit Limied 2005
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Rating Ciny

Suggested
allowance (3)

80100 Theere are: fev, I any, chall=nges to Iving standards

70-ED Day-to-day Iving Is fine. In general, but some aspects of ife may entall problems ]

6070 Magative factors have an impact on day-to-day Iving

50-60 Liveahility ks substantially constrained

50 o less. Mozt aspects of Iving are severaly restricted

13

How is the rating mmmmﬁlw:!mgﬂhm
means a

calculated? and 1 means that 1t 5 Intolesable.
The iweability score Is reached For qualRative variabdes, we
through categary weights, which awand an "ElU rating” bazed on
are equally dividad into relevant thee |udgesment of our in-house
subcategories to ensure that the expent coumntry analysts and a
SCINE COMETS 35 many indicators field comespondent based in each
a5 possible. Indicators are city. For quantitative variables, we
scived s accepiable, tolerable, calculate 3 rating based on the
uncomioriable, undesirable or relative performance of a kocation
intolerabde. These are thenwelghted  using external data sounces.

Category 1: stability (weight= 25% of total)

Indicator Source

Prevalence of petty cime ElU ramng

Prevalence of wolent crime ElU rafing

Thweat af termr EIL rafing

Thweat of milltary conflict ElLl rafing

Theeat of civil unrest;condiict ElU rafing

& The Economist Intelligence Unit LimBed 2005



The Global | iveabliity Index 2025
Ranking the workd's most Iveahls cliles

Category 2: healthcare fweight: 20% of total)

Indicator Source

Avallability of private healthcare ElU rafing

Qualty of private healthears ElL rating

Avallability of public healthcare Ell rafing

Quality of pubilic heathcane Ell rasing

Ffuallabiltty of ower-the-counter drugs ElU rafing

General healthcare indicators Adapted from Woald Bank

Category 3: culture and emvironment fweight: 25% of total)

Indicator Source
Adapted from awerage weathar

HumidityfAempserature rating s

Descomfort caused to travellrs by climate El rafiing

Lewel of cormuption "'ia"‘“"lf""l Transparency

Soclal or relliglous restrictions. El rafing

Lewal of corsnrship ElL rafing

Sporting avallabality Elll rating of 3 sport Indicators

Cultural availability ElU rafing of 4 cultural indicabors

Food & drink ElU rafing of 3 cultural indicators

Consumer goods & senvices

EIU rafing of product avallabiity

13 & The Economist Intedigence Unit Limed 2005
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Category 4: education (weight: 10% of total)

Indicator Source
Availability of private education EL rasing
Cualty of private education EL rasing
Public education Indicators Adapted from World Bank
Category 5 infrastructure (weight: 20% of total)
Indicator Source
Cualty of road network EL rasing
Quality of public transport ElU rating
Oualty of Intemational inks EIL rasing
Avallability of good quality housing ElU rating
Quality of energy provision ElU rating
Quality of water provtsion ElU rating
Oualty of telecommunications E rasing
Country Analysis

{Gain Insight Inbo a couniry's political, policy and economic
outlook with our ward-winning forecasts, analysls and data.

Find out more
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Meet the EIU team

Ana Nicholls
Director, industry analysis

Barsali Bhattacharyya

Deputy director,
industry analysis

«

Akshay Rathi
Senior data analyst

Ana pwersees EILFs Industry
subscription seavices in London,
managing websies, reports, data
and forecasts acmss s Industy
sectors and acting as lead analyst
for pur healthcane and atomolie
analysis. Ana also works closely
with clients in those two sectors,
pariiculasly on projects related
towalue-based health and
healthcare policymaking.

‘Wiith over a decade of exparience,

# Specialist subjects
Automotive, business.
emironment, healthcare

& Languages
English, French

@ Location

W Spedalist subjects
consumer & retall trends,
techinolngy,
toumrteam, business risks
and apposrtunities
Languages
English, Hindl, Bangal

Gurgaon, India

W Specialist subjects

statistical modedling,
data visuali=ation

& Languages
English, Hindi

@ Location
Gurgaon, india
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